
January 2016 13

��������
�����	��������������������������������������������������������������

This public notice was made possible through a grant from The Cooperative Fire Program of the U.S. Forest 
Service, Department of Agriculture, Pacific Southwest Region. HWMO is an equal opportunity provider.

With recent wildfires and El Niño drought predictions in mind, HWMO assembled a group of five enthusiastic 
students from Waimea Middle School who were eager to complete a community wildfire prevention or preparedness 
project. Kyren Martins, Zakahry Murakami-Mattos, Kawehi Bell-Kaopuiki, Zariah Rivera, and Jamin-Quinn Lee 
Rillanos joined the Youth Wildfire Prep Team in November, working on projects they 
developed and executed on their own. Mr. Martins and Mr. Rillanos each created their own 
wildfire prevention signs; Mr. Murakami-Mattos is currently creating a “good versus bad 
defensible space” video; and Ms. Bell-Kaopuiki and Ms. Rivera teamed up to remove 
flammable plant debris from the M�la�ai Culinary Garden. 

The action team was originally inspired by a National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) national call to action for 
youth from ages 13 to 22. Students from around the country  
were urged to implement their own wildfire prevention or 
preparedness project between September 1st and November 
15th with the chance of being selected as a $500 
“TakeAction” community service funding award recipient.

HWMO is pleased to announce that Mr. Martins was 
selected as one of ten national recipients. Mr. Martins, 
whose family was directly affected by the Kawaihae fire and 
subsequent floods in August, made and installed a wildfire 

prevention sign at the edge of his home, which is visible from the road. Kyren’s message about preventing cigarette 
ignitions alongside the road will certainly have an impact considering a number of people drive by their home 
every�day. Mr Martins has elected to use the reward for future educational costs. Congratulations to 
Mr. Martins and a big mahalo to all of the team members for their work!
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two possible candidates from that Council Member’s 
District, and then the Mayor would choose one of the 
two candidates. !at nomination would still be subject 
to con"rmation by the full Council. In this way, the nine 
members of the Council plus the Mayor would all play 
a major role in the selection of the Ethics Board mem-
bers. !e Bill would also require the board to alternate 
its meeting location between Hilo and Kona, rather 
than the current practice of only meeting in Hilo. On 
December 1st, my Bill was rejected by a majority of the 
Council’s Finance Committee, which moved it with an 
“unfavorable” recommendation to the Council. 
At the Council’s December 14th meeting, I asked my 
fellow councilmembers to reconsider their vote on this 
legislation. A majority of the Council members indicated 
they would be willing to consider a “compromise” ver-
sion of the Bill.  I am now redra#ing this legislation and 
my revised dra# is expected to come before the Council 
on January 22, 2016. 

DISCUSSION OF MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTER-
EST RE THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Following a presentation by Chief Kubojiri, the discus-
sion would include the following topics: 1) !e systems 
in place for training the police force to address any 
potential terroristic incident, including training for an 

“active shooter” incident; 2) !e systems in place to en-
sure that con"scated drugs are properly handled so that 
they do not resurface in the community; 3) !e systems 
in place to ensure that internal and community com-
plaints about excessive force or other potential abuses 
are properly addressed; 4) !e systems in place to ensure 
that the department’s e$orts to address drug abuse are 
carried out in a manner that does not disrupt the medi-
cal marijuana caregiver program; and, 5) !e systems in 
place for coordination with Neighborhood Watch groups 
to reduce crime in local communities. !is presentation 
and discussion is scheduled to come before the Council 
on February 2, 2016.

For more information or to be added to my email news-
letter list, please give my o%ce a call or email me.
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With much aloha, Margaret Wille
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